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Net Positive for 
Natural Capital 
over a 25 year 
period, 
273 ha
Circa 6,000 
homes 

Not demanding 
more space –
But better 
quality space
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• Who are the 
beneficiaries?

• What is the motivation?
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Urban Investment Portfolio-
UCL- Professor Francesca Medda- QASER

Smithfield and High Speed 2

BASELINE ECONOMIC GROWTH ACROSS THE 8 SECTORS

POTENTIAL  NATURAL CAPITAL INVESTMENT & GROWTH

WBCSD – Business Solutions for a 

Sustainable World Zero Emissions Cities 

ZEC

Birmingham Smithfield 1 of 3 global pilots

Led to the introduction of Natural Capital 

to ZEC Framework

• Who are the beneficiaries?

• What is the motivation?
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PROTOCOL 

FOR CITIES

West Midlands Combined 
Authority – Economic 
Intelligence Unit –(DEIM)
Direct Economic Impact Model
Apply a Natural Capital Module

UN World Forum on Natural Capital 2017 Natural capital in Finance

City of Birmingham Case Study

BASELINE ECONOMIC GROWTH ACROSS THE 8 SECTORS

POTENTIAL  NATURAL CAPITAL INVESTMENT & GROWTH

• Who are the 
beneficiaries?

• What is the 
motivation?
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Birmingham: The UK’s First Biophilic City

- Cities that achieve a deep affinity with nature

Milwaukee

San Francisco

Birmingham

Wellington

Vittoria- Gastiez

Milwaukee

Rio de Janeiro

Montreal

Oslo Perth

Birmingham
San Fransisco
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http://biophiliccities.org/
http://biophiliccities.org/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/singapore/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/singapore/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/portland/
http://wpdev.biophiliccities.org/what-are-biophilic-cities/portland/


Nick Grayson, Climate Change & Sustainability Manager, 
nick_grayson@birmingham.gov.uk

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/greencommission
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/greenlivingspaces
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/plan2031
http://birminghamclimate.com/ie_index2.html
http://www.wbcsd.org/home.aspx
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/
http://www.local.gov.uk/health/-/journal_content/56/10180/3510483/ARTICLE
http://www.bmj.com/content/348/bmj.g2407
http://www.intelligenthealth.co.uk/team/dr-william-bird/
http://www.landscapeinstitute.co.uk/PDF/Contribute/PublicHealthandLandscape_CreatingHealthyPlaces_FINAL.pdf
http://www.cell.com/trends/endocrinology-metabolism//retrieve/pii/S1043276007000690?cc=y
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/apr/03/birmingham-san-francisco-oslo-global-green-biophilic-cities-club
https://www.naturalcapitalcommittee.org/
http://www.westmidlandscombinedauthority.org.uk/
http://www.overshootday.org/
http://www.mckinsey.com/insights/urbanization/urban_world
http://liveablecities.org.uk/
http://biophiliccities.org/
http://www.farrellreview.co.uk/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48773#.VrnAcVLctjo

Questions & Answers?
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