
 

James Spurgeon 
Director, Sustain Value 

 



NCA Approach decision-matrix tool  
Aim: Helps businesses select most appropriate 
approach for natural capital accounting (NCA) 

  
• Interactive Excel decision-matrix tool 
• 11 NCA approaches identified 
• 7 questions to answer 
• Provides links to relevant tools  

Under ICFI contract 
for NCA workstream of 

 EU Business & Biodiversity Platform:  
Developed by: With technical input from: 

Table with links to tools (part of) 
The decision-matrix tool (part of)  

For more info contact 
James Spurgeon, Sustain Value 
james.spurgeon@sustainvalue.co.uk  
Or go to website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/busin
ess/index_en.htm  
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The ESE-ROVA tool 
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Assessing net impacts 

Environmental parameter 
Relative 

Value 

Annual value 

(US$/year) 

Present 

value                                        
(US$ over 25 

yrs) 

Provisioning services 

		 		 		
Livestock -1	     

Wild foods -1	    -    

Regulating Services 		 		 		
Maintenance of air quality  1	  12,250   226,302  

Global climate regulation 4	  117,000   2,161,412  

Erosion control 1	  12,582   232,436  

Water purification and waste treatment 4	  1,202,000   22,205,277  

Pollination 1	    -    

Natural hazard mitigation 4	  97,290   1,797,297  

Cultural Services 		 		 		
Recreation and ecotourism 4	  166,724   3,811,920  

Biodiversity conservation (ethical, spiritual, 

non-use) 16	  5,110,607   94,411,347  

Education, research and inspiration  9	    -    

Supporting Services 		 		 		
Habitat & species support (e.g. nursery, 

refuge & feeding)  4	  687,950   12,708,919  

Non-living Natural Capital 		 		 		
Archaeology/historic 4	  1,277,652   23,602,837  

Modern cultural assets (e.g. arts & crafts)  4	  1,277,652   23,602,837  

Geology (rocks & minerals) 9	  2,874,716   53,106,383  

Landscape (non-use) 9	  2,874,716   53,106,383  

Landscape (passers by)  83,702   1,501,232  

Other Environmental Impacts 		 		 		
GHG emissions -1	    -    

Vehicle movements  -1	    -    

Non-hazardous waste -1	    -    

SUM (of columns) 69.0  15,792,403   294,730,617  

Environmental, Social & Economic – Risk, Opportunity & Valuation Assessment 

 

 

Key features: 
• Type:               Holistic, integrated, spreadsheet based framework tool. 
• Coverage:       All capitals, impacts & dependencies, business & societal values. 
• Scope:              Sites & projects so far, but potential for others…  
• Applications:  Site assessments, net impacts & option appraisals, but could do any. 
• Sectors:            Applied to mining & conservation so far, but applicable to any sector.  
• Outputs:          Multiple tables & graphics - by issue, stakeholder group etc.  
• Evolution:        Continually being improved & aligned with key guides.  
• Availability:     Any company can use, adapt & help develop.   

Quantitative &  
monetized results  

Developed by:  

Supported by:  

For more info contact: 
james.spurgeon@sustainvalue.co.uk   

The process: 
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Scoping:	
Ac vity,	

components,	
phase		

&	value	chain	

Capitals	
assessment:	

Baseline	
capitals	&	
scenario	
changes	

Risk	&	
opportunity	
assessment:	

Impacts,	
dependencies

&	trends		
	

Valua on	
assessment:	
Qualita ve,	
Quan ta ve	
&	Monetary.			

CBA	&	
Appraisal	
Summary			

Inputs:	Suppor ng	data	spreadsheets	–	Mul ple	sources	
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